
NWMS 8th Grade Honors U.S. History 

Course Syllabus 
 

Course Description: In the 8th  grade, students will become proficient with the core concepts in social 
studies. Students will develop an understanding of how geography (individuals impact and are 
impacted by the environment), civics, and economics apply to US History from colonial inception 
through The Civil War and Reconstruction, including connections to current events. 
Students will use a variety of skills, including: summarization, critical thinking skills compare and 
contrast, analysis, inference and prediction as well as supporting analysis with evidence. The main 
theme of the course will be connecting the past to present, and understanding the historic foundations 
for modern events. The honors courses will expand on these themes and go more  
in-depth into the guiding principles of American History. Though the honors classes will cover the 
same content, collaborative projects, book circles, reenactments, and supplemental materials will 
enrich the course and allow individual exploration into topics of American History. 
Course Resources: TCI History Alive (http://www.teachtci.com) & DBQ Project (www.dbqproject.com) 
Instructional Units: 
Unit 1- Liberty or Death: American and National Identity, Culture and Society, Migration and 
Settlement. 
Unit 2 - A More Perfect Union: Development of the American Experiment and Expansion 
● DBQ: Civics Unit 2: The Ideals of the Declaration 

● Project: Create a Colony 

Unit 3 - Politics and Traditions: Which of the early Presidents had the most impact on America today? 
● Historical Fiction novel unit 
Unit 4 - Wagons West! What is Manifest Destiny, and how did it shape the American Character? 
● Project: Travel the Oregon Trail 
Unit 5- A House Divided: How did Sectionalism lead to War? 
● Project: Slavery in America 
Unit 6- War, Terrible War: How does the Civil War still influence America today? 
● DBQ: Should Monuments to Civil War Generals remain in Public Spaces? 

Course Final: In-class DBQ on selected topic 
 

NWMS Grade Scale 
Letter Grade Percentage 

A 93% and above 

A- 90% - 92% 

B+ 88% - 89% 

B 83% - 87% 

B- 80% - 82% 

C+ 78% - 79% 

C 73% - 77% 

C- 70% - 72% 

D+ 68% - 69% 

D 60% - 67% 

F 50% - 59% 

 

Grade Categories and Weighting  

Category Percentage of overall grade 

Summative Assessment 70% 

Formative Assessment 20% 

Work Habits 10% 

Grade Reporting 

http://www.teachtci.com/


Students and parents can check grades at any time on-line through Family Access (contact the Main Office 

for help accessing Family Access). 

● Teachers will update grades at least every 2 weeks. 

● Progress reports will be available every quarter (9 weeks) through Family Access. If you do not have on-

line access, contact the Main Office for a hard copy of the progress report. 

● Report cards (official grades) are produced at the end of each semester (18 weeks), and are available 

through Family Access. If you do not have on-line access, contact the Main Office for a hard copy of the 

progress report. 

 

Re-Do Policy 

Work assigned in class is important for learning and to determine student progress. Students are 
expected to complete ALL major assignments to standard, even if they turn in the work late or need to 
re-do the work. 
Late work will be accepted, and the grade may be reduced to reflect poor work habits. Work turned in 
on time and demonstrating full effort may be re-done for up to full credit. In order to re-do part or all 
of a major assignment, the student must: 
1. Talk with the teacher to understand what needs to be done for re-do. 
2. Demonstrate effort to improve or re-learn the material (determined by the teacher). 
3. Complete the revised work within 2 weeks (or other agreed upon deadline) of receiving the original 
graded work. 
 

Extra Help 

NWMS expects all students to meet the learning targets and earn passing grades in their classes. For students 

who need more time or individualized instruction to be successful, opportunities for extra help are available. 

Students are encouraged to seek extra help on their own as soon as they recognize that they are struggling. 

Also, teachers may assign students to come in for extra help when they see a student falling behind or 

struggling.   

Teachers are available before and after school to provide extra help for students on a regular basis. 

Teachers will provide a schedule of extra help times that they will be available in their classroom. 

Special arrangements can be made by contacting the teacher directly via email or phone. 

 

NWMS Plagiarism Policy 

Any student, who knowingly turns in any work that has been done by someone other than himself or herself, 

and fraudulently represents it as his/her own, shall be considered to have cheated. Cheating also includes: 

aiding someone else in cheating, the use or preparation of written, pictorial, or other materials not authorized 

by the instructor during a test or assignment, the use of testing materials obtained previous to the test date, or 

plagiarism of any kind. 

The first violation of cheating will be handled at the classroom level and will result in: 

1. Parent notification. 

2. Administration notification. 

3. Re-do the assignment without cheating and with added supervision or conditions; the final grade for this 

assignment may be reduced up to 50% as consequence for cheating. 

Students who cheat repeatedly will also be subject to an office referral, which could result in a suspension. 


